Community Service Guidelines for Volunteer Hours
Godinez Fundamental High School

In order to participate in school events such as school dances and other activities, you will not be able to participate unless you have completed all community service hours from the previous years.

Ex.
If you would like to attend the Homecoming Dance, you must have completed hours corresponding to your completed years at Godinez.
· Seniors (30 out of 40 hours)
· Juniors (20 out of 40 hours)
· Sophomores (10 out of 40 hours)

Seniors must complete and verify their 40 hours of community service before participating in Senior Activities.


– What Counts and What Doesn’t
· Volunteering your time for a non-profit enterprise.  You must not be paid in any form, although you may accept a meal or a snack while volunteering.
· Time spent volunteering for other organizations such as Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Red Cross, American Cancer Society, etc. - but not time spent at meetings for those organizations.
· All volunteer time must occur outside of normal school hours.
Examples of Helping out at a School Site
· Helping a teacher set up their classroom during non-school time counts 
· But helping the teacher during class does not count
· Tutoring another student during non-class time counts  
· But tutoring a sibling or relative does not count
· Community service through school clubs counts
· Social activities with these clubs does not count
· Volunteering for THINK Together Programs counts
· Participating in THINK Together Programs does not count
Examples of Helping out for Sports:
· Refereeing or coaching, and training/setup as a sports volunteer for a non-profit or school counts 
· But practicing, playing, and fundraising for a sport does not count
Examples of Helping out for Performing Arts:
· Helping paint or build sets, set up chairs, etc. for a school play counts 
· But performing in the play does not count
· Performing for a disadvantaged group (disabled, senior citizens home) counts 
· But practicing/rehearsals for that performance or performances at school does not count
Examples of Helping out in the Community:
· Helping a neighbor who is elderly or handicapped with household chores counts
·  But helping anyone in your family or an able-bodied friend or neighbor with a chore does not count
· Helping at voter registration or a polling place counts
· But helping a candidate or a cause does not count
· Volunteering to help set up, organize, hand out pamphlets, hand out water, etc…for non-profit organizations counts 
· But the actual fundraising as a separate effort does not count 
· Volunteering at a hospital or animal shelter counts 
· But working at a doctor or veterinarian’s office does not count
Examples of Helping out at Places of Worship:
· Helping plant a garden, volunteering for a need-based activity, or babysitting while parents attend the service counts  
· But singing/playing an instrument or participating in the service (or anything inside of the place of worship) does not count		
Examples of Things that DO NOT COUNT:
· Hosting a foreign exchange student or family
· Baby-sitting for family members or friends
· Team-building activities
· Helping family members 
· Garage sales – although you may help someone if they are holding a garage sale and all the proceeds are all going to charity 
· Adopt a Family at the holidays or gift buying for the holidays
· Volunteering for a “for-profit” organization.

